Writing The City
English Writing 1200
Summer 2017

Jeff Oaks

Office: 501E CL
Office Hours: TBA
Email: oaks@pitt.edu

Texts:
All the readings are either on Courseweb or online
A Journal (which I’ll give you)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This class is about the practice of introspection
tools for those who travel and so find themselves in un mong strangers,
i 0 increase both our

your creative process and to allg
very vulnerable. Not only will we b sessions, questions, and

riters, and engaging with

bit of writing everyday
ious of the ways that writing leads to thinking, rather than the other way

evious experiences

To experiment with a number of compositional techniques
Grading will be based on the final drafts of your writing:
Blog pieces: 25%



Travel piece: 25%
Walk piece: 25%

Class participation and attendance: 25%

Disability Resource Services
If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an
are encouraged to contact both your instructor and the Office o D|
Services, 140 William Pitt Union, 412-648-7890, as early a
Disability Resources and Services will verify your disabili
accommodations for this course.

Academic Integrity Policy
Cheating/plagiarism will not be tolerated. Stude
of Pittsburgh Policy on Academic Integrity, noted below;
in the outlined procedural process as initiated by the instru
zero score for the quiz, exam or paper will be imposed. (For t
policy, go to www.provost.pitt.ed ' ail.html.)

the University
required to participate
minimum sanction of a
ic Integrity

E-mail Communication Poli
Each student is issued a University a irg S e@pitt.edu) upon admittance.
This e-mail address may be used by t i icati i
students. Students are expected to read S scount on a regular basis.
Failure to read and rea icati a timely manner does not

om their pitt.edu address to another address
a result of forwarding, it does not absolve the
unlcatlons sent to their Unlver3|ty e- mall



http://www.provost.pitt.edu/info/ai1.html
http://accounts.pitt.edu/
http://www.bc.pitt.edu/policies/policy/09/09-10-01.html

Tentative schedule

Week 1, Class 1
Hour 1

Introductions
Hour 1. 9to 10
On board: Writing Your Name

Read: Amy Krouse Rosenthal, Amy
Robert Hass, My Name is Dmitry..."

Write for 20 minutes about one of your names--its
weights, its meaning, its implications, its associati

, ItS meaning, its

Hour 2 10 to 11

Read: Terrance Hayes, Wind in a Box

Write for thirty minutes taking @
about the what, who, when, a
things, particular stories, true storie
you are certainly encouraged to do it
what it feels like to be you, how would
images, moments?

Terrance Hayes' po
me from, inclu

which you think
both imagined

Hour 1.
Models:

Hour 2 10 to 11



Read: Read: Cynthia Ozick, "The Shock of Teapots"

Revision of First Impressions piece: Choose one object from your earlier list and really
concentrate on it in a new piece, extending those first thoughts by describing the gbject,
as well as the environment around it, and then pivot and examine how your o of
mind, your expectations, and your education might be influencing the way
thing. In what ways does this self-examination change the way you ori
object?

30 minutes
Everybody reads out loud.

Homework:
Turn one of your impressions into a 500 word pi
tomorrow. Feel free to write me a note about
hopes and goals for this class.

iter, as well as your

Class 3

Hour 1. 9to 10

or from something new
S never seen it or who

Write: Choose a new object from ye

olved in their pieces. Take 15 minutes and see
of their approaches.

Ur About Heavy Machinery

object you just worked on or another object from your initial list and

at thing from four very different directions. What directions does Young
eavy Machinery from? How does he use the initial subject and where does he
drift away from it?

Read and quick workshop of pieces.



Homework: Revise one of your pieces for the blog. Bring in enough copies for
everyone.

Class 4

Workshop Day

All class-- 9 to 11

In-class workshop. Everyone reads his or her piece for the b

Questions for listeners:

We’ll try to respond in this order--

Is the story there?

Avre there any basic construction and clarity pro
Then, where are there clichés or a lack of precision in t
Then, last, in terms of style/texture. Can the writing be i

Homework: by midnight tonight
Post on Courseweb at least on t up on the
class blog.

Homework for next class:
Reading Assignment for next class: R
Victor Merina's Repotti

ription of at least one stranger you see today.



Week 2, Class 1

Hour 1. 9to 10

Talk about the Hochschild, Merina, and Kalita pieces. What do they all sa
across cultures? Is there anything you’d add/modify/disagree with, base
experience so far?

Read:

Read in class: Mary Oliver, Singapore
Dorianne Laux, Laundromat

Birkerts, Starbucks

Hour 2 10 to 11
Walkabout:

in terms of race, class,
from making judgments

Let’s shoot

Home :
Read Birkerts

Bring in your portrait(s). We'll do a read around first and then break into peer review
workshops.



Hour 2 10to 11

Henry Louis Gates, Sundays
Sheila Squillante, Four Menus (@Brevity)
Alison Townsend, Valentine (@Brevity)

What have you eaten here so far? What is surprisingly new or surprisin
Where did you eat it? Was there a story around it? Did you eat it on
mistake? Does it have a history to it? Write about an encounter wi
food you've encountered on your travels OR a familiar food you w.
new way. See if you can't get all the senses in your piece so
use the words: sight, hearing, taste, touch, smell.

20 minutes.

Homework:
Bring in one of your portraits (of a person or an dining

Class 3
9to 11 Workshop Day
In-class workshop. Everyone reads

Questions for listeners:

We’ll try to respond in this order--

rriting be improved/sharpened?

Hour 1. 9 to
Preparing to

ahn, Utica Station

a zuihitsu--choose a word from the envelope



Let your mind work associatively--what connections are there to make? What
disconnections? Is there a general connection/conclusion/question by the end? How does
this end?

Hour 210 to 11
Discuss a traditional magazine piece structure--
Read: Carolyn See's "Structure of a Magazine Article" piece

Read: Kitchen's "Culloden"

Assignment: Collect, over the course of our trip, at lea
that you could use to construct a 5 to 7 page piece
What issues or images particularly struck you?
function? Where did you see it? and so on.

ages of informatio
cific part of the trip.
ow does it




Week 3, Class 1

Bring in your journals and any notes you 've collected over the course of the trip.

Warm-up: Read Emily Hiestand, Afternoon Tea.
Try to think of some interesting words that are important to Scotland
traveling here should know.

Hour 9:30 to 11

Let’s go back to the Kimiko Hanh piece Utica Stati

Culloden. Discuss the way the pieces are organi

article, and begin your piece about the trip. Where will it
might want to begin with, one that became more and more i
resonant over the course of our tra

Write for thirty minutes on the
I’1l be coming around in case anyone

Class 2

Peer workshop and content development.

you know or someplace you 've wanted to explore. Write down anything that strikes you
as interesting or important about your time here. You can take photos but try not to do



that first. Try to describe things first, and to work on small details first rather than the
large ones anyone could see.

Try to compile at least ten pages of details about landmarks, small things, favorit
interesting people, historical sites, and anything that catches your eye.

Keep track of your route on the map.
Write up your walk, so that if someone else wanted to take it, they co
to simply be touristy but to think seriously about the depth of experi
this point. Are there things along your walk that are invisible to so
be? Bring it to next class.



Week 4, class 1

Class 2
Talk about the Edwin Muir piece about Edinburgh.

in-class: Where in your walk did you make use of Muir’s ideas or
have you found a different or similar experience to his?

Hour 210 to 11
Talk about the Bill Bryson piece

Where in your walk did you make use of Bryso
found a different or similar experience to his?

writers or
artists we’ve encountered on this tr f it to class
tomorrow.
Class 3

All class: revision groups
We’ll be reading and,commenting on y

Class 4



